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Retailers fi nd safety issues 
in Bangladesh factories 
European retailers said 

yesterday they had found 
thousands of safety prob-

lems while inspecting Bang-
ladesh garment factories in a 
drive to prevent a repeat of last 
year’s Rana Plaza disaster that 
claimed more than 1,100 lives. 

The Bangladesh Accord on 
Fire and Building Safety, an 
umbrella group of nearly 200 
European brands such as H&M 
and Carrefour, said inspec-
tors discovered 80,000 safety 
hazards in the 1,106 factories 
investigated this year. 

“We’ve found safety hazards 
in all factories ... from minor 
to signifi cant,” said Brad Loe-
wen, the Accord’s chief safety 
inspector. 

Retailers last year bought 
$24.5bn worth of clothing from 

the impoverished South Asian na-
tion, much of it from plants where 
safety was a major problem. 

Another retail group, the Al-
liance for Bangladesh Worker 
Safety representing mainly US 
brands such as Walmart and 
Gap, completed inspections of 
587 factories in July. 

Western retailers launched 
the unprecedented inspections 
following the 2013 collapse 
of the nine-storey Rana Plaza 
factory complex that killed 
1,138 people and injured more 
than 2,000. 

The disaster highlighted 
often highly lax safety stand-
ards in Bangladesh’s more than 
4,500 garment factories. 

Bangladesh’s success in sew-
ing clothes at low price has 
made it the world’s second-
largest garment exporter after 
China.

Loewen said inspectors found 
safety problems ranging from 

heavy machinery overloading 
fl oors to shoddy electrical wiring
 and lack of proper fi re exits. 

“More than 100 factories 
had to reduce their (machinery) 
load,” he said. 

Many factories must now un-
dertake “expensive” repairs to 
their plants, he added, estimating
the cost could hit over $1bn. 

“A lot of work needs to be 
done to bring them up to safety 
standards,” he said. 

Manufacturers have sought 
low-interest loans from retailers 
to upgrade safety and a private-
sector arm of the World Bank 
has also indicated willingness
to extend cheap loans. 

Bangladesh garment manu-
facturers said they were happy 
at the review’s results after 
earlier voicing alarm that the 
inspections might hurt trade. 

“We’re very satisfi ed,” Sha-
hidullah Azim, vice-president 
of the Bangladesh Garment 

Manufacturers and Exporters 
Association, said. 

“After Rana Plaza, a lot of 
people painted a doomsday sce-
nario, saying most plants would 
be closed if inspections were 
conducted,” he said. 

“But the inspections by the 
two retailers’ groups led to 
closure of only 20 factories — 
less than one percent of total 
factories,” he said. 

Azim said the inspections 
have started bearing fruit since 
many brands which shunned 
Bangladesh after the Rana Plaza 
collapse have returned. 

“There’s been a retail order 
boom,” he said.

Year-on-year growth in 
Bangladesh garment shipments 
hit a fi ve-year-low of under 
1% in the fi rst quarter of the 
fi nancial year starting in July. 

But Azim said new orders 
would boost export growth as 
the year progressed. 
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In this photograph taken on April 29, 2013, cranes operated by 
Bangladeshi Army personnel standing at the scene following the 
April 24 collapse of the nine-storey Rana Plaza building in Savar on 
the outskirts of Dhaka.  

JMB man jailed for 
bomb blast in 2005 

A Dhaka court yesterday 
sentenced an operative of 
the banned outfit Jamaat-ul-
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) to 
10 years’ rigorous imprisonment 
over a case of serial bomb blasts.
Special Tribunal-10 judge Masud 
Parvez, passed the verdict in 
presence of the convict Rezaul 
Karim Reza in the case of exploding 
bombs in front of Hotel Sheraton in 
the capital on 17 August 2005.
The court also fined Reza 5,000 
taka, in default, to suff er three 
more months in jail.
It acquitted three other accused 
- Enayet Ullah, Tarek Iqbal and 
Abdullah-Al Fattah - as charges 
brought against them were not 
proved.
Law enforcers arrested Reza and 
three others on August 20, 2005, 
three days after the blast.
A time bomb was exploded 
in front of Hotel Sheraton on 
August 17, 2005, as part of the 
serial blasts in 63 districts of the 
country except Munshiganj. 

Tight security at 
court after threat 
Security measures were 
heightened yesterday at 
Bangladesh’s Chittagong court 
after it received a threat of a 
suicide bomb attack.
Abdur Rashid, general secretary 
of the Chittagong Bar Association, 
said the association’s executive 
committee member Manas 
Kumar Das received a phone call 
threatening to blow up the court, 
bdnews24.com reported.
“The man, who was speaking, said 
that a suicide squad will attack 
the court today,” Rashid said.
After the threat, security was 
immediately heightened at the 
court premises.
Chittagong police have said that 
apart from tightening security, an 
additional six platoons of police 
have been deployed in the court 
area.
Searches are being conducted at 
the court premises and in nearby 
areas, a police off icial said. 
The phone from which the call 
was made has been switched off  
since the threat call was received, 
the off icial added. 

3 missing 
after Nepal 
avalanche 

Three yak herders went 
missing in an avalanche 
in Nepal’s mountainous 

region yesterday, local media 
reported. 

Three local residents of 
Naar village in Manang district 
went missing after they were 
buried under snow, Kantipur
Television reported. 

Police said they were search-
ing for the men who had 
gone missing at an altitude of 
4,000m but that hopes of fi nd-
ing them alive were dwindling. 

Nepal has been facing bad 
weather for last two days, as 
an impact of Cyclone Hudhud 
in India. 

Heavy rainfall has been 
reported across Nepal since 
Sunday and the meteorologi-
cal department said this will 
continue till Friday.

Though the western part of 
Nepal has particularly come 
under the infl uence of cyclone 
Hudhud, the remaining part of 
the Himalayan nation has also 
been aff ected.

The country remained 
cloudy throughout Monday 
and yesterday and this is ex-

pected today too with many 
places seeing a sudden change 
in weather, aff ecting lives and 
farming.

“An alert for heavy rains has 
been sounded in some parts 
of the western and central 
regions for two days starting 
Tuesday due to the impact of 
the cyclonic movement along 
the Indian states border-
ing Nepal in Uttarakhand for 
Tuesday,” said Subash Rimal, a 
meteorologist at the Meteoro-
logical Forecasting Division.

Media reported that some 
parts of hilly and mountain-
ous regions have experienced 
heavy snowfall aff ecting 
farming, mainly paddy.

Rainfall measuring 100mm 
or above has been recorded in 
some parts of western, central 
and far western regions of the 
country.

Regular air services have 
been cancelled due to poor 
visibility in the wake of thick 
clouds and heavy rainfall.

The cyclone, which devel-
oped over the Bay of Bengal 
and made landfall at Visa-
khapatnam in India’s Andhra 
Pradesh state on Sunday af-
ternoon, killed at least 22 
people and left thousands 
displaced in India. 
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Lanka faces EU import ban 
over illegal fi shing concerns 

The European Commis-
sion proposed a ban on 
imports of fi sh from Sri 

Lanka for not tackling illegal 
fi shing properly and lifted a ban 
on fi sh imports from Belize fol-
lowing the reform of its vessel 
inspection practices. 

The Commission yesterday 
also lifted warnings on Fiji, 
Panama, Togo and Vanuatu, 
saying they had implemented 
concrete measures to combat 
illegal fi shing. 

The four countries thus 
avoided being placed on the 
“red list” of nations that are 
not allowed to sell fi sh to the 
28-nation European Union, the 
world’s biggest fi sh importer. 

“Our policy of resolute co-
operation is yielding results,” 

EU Maritime Aff airs Commis-
sioner Maria Damanaki said in 
a statement. 

“Five countries receive today 
our appreciation for getting se-
rious on illegal fi shing. Unfor-
tunately, I cannot say the same 
for Sri Lanka.” 

Since 2010 the Commis-
sion has taken action against 
countries that do not follow 
international standards to 
prevent over-fi shing, such as 
policing their waters for un-
licensed fi shing vessels and 
imposing sanctions to ensure 
adherence to rules against 
illegal fi shing. 

Damanaki said Sri Lanka did 
not even have proper legislation 
in place to prevent and fi ght il-
legal fi shing, which led the EC 
to put forward the import ban. 

The proposal from the Com-
mission, the EU’s executive, to 
ban fi sh imports from Sri Lanka 

will be discussed by EU mem-
ber states before the end of the 
year and if agreed will take ef-
fect from mid-January 2015. 

The states will also have to 
sign off  on the lifting of the 
ban on Belize and of the warn-
ings on Fiji, Panama, Togo and 
Vanuatu. 

EU fi shing vessels will not be 
able to operate in Sri Lanka’s 
coastal waters if the import ban 
takes eff ect in 2015. 

Sri Lanka is one of the big-
gest exporters to the European 
Union of high value fi shery 
products such as swordfi sh 
and tuna. EU imports in 2013 
amounted to 7,400 tonnes of 
fi sh worth 74mn euros ($94mn), 
according to the Commission. 

The three months before 
the import ban comes into ef-
fect will also allow Sri Lanka 
to address the EU’s concerns 
by, for example, implement-

ing international maritime 
law obligations and putting in 
place an effi  cient vessel moni-
toring system and a sanction 
scheme for high seas fl eets, the 
Commission said. 

The bloc has banned fi sh 
imports from Cambodia and 
Guinea over illegal fi shing 
since March, and it delivered a 
formal warning to the Philip-
pines and Papua New Guinea in 
June. A review of these coun-
tries’ progress in tackling illegal 
fi shing is expected in January 
next year. 

Campaign groups such as the 
Environmental Justice Founda-
tion, Oceana, the Pew Charita-
ble Trusts and WWF welcomed 
the Commission’s announce-
ment for continuing the fi ght 
against illegal fi shing. 

Fish caught illegally are 
worth up to 10bn euros a year, 
according to the Commission. 
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Leaders agree to elect 
new president after 
charter promulgation 

Nepal’s major parties 
have agreed to elect 
a new president and 

vice-president soon after the 
promulgation of the new con-
stitution, party leaders said 
yetserday.

A meeting of politi-
cal dialogue and consen-
sus committee (PDCC), a 
committee responsible for 
thrashing out the conten-
tious issues of the new con-
stitution, decided to elect a 
president and vice-presi-
dent once the new consti-
tution was promulgated, 
Xinhua reported. 

The parties would abide 
by this agreement under the 
transitional provision of the 
new constitution. 

PDCC chairman Baburam 
Bhattarai told reporters that it 
was a major achievement and 
it would contribute to speed 

up the constitution drafting 
process.

The president and vice-
president were to be replaced 
after the new elections were 
held under the new provisions 
of the new constitution. 

Ruling parties Nepali Con-
gress (NC) and Communist 
Party of Nepal-Unifi ed Marx-
ist Leninist (CPN-UML) were 
engaged in the disputed issue 
of the time to elect the new 
president under the new con-
stitution. Parties made such 
a provision with the view 
that it would take consider-
able time to hold elections 
after promulgation of the 
constitution. 

The NC was of the view that 
incumbent head of the state 
should remain in offi  ce till the 
new elections. The parties, 
however, are yet to agree on 
the form of government.

The parties have set Janu-
ary 22 as the deadline to 
fi nish drafting the new 
constitution. 
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Activists of Federation of Indian Animal Protection Organisations (FIAPO) and People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) 
holding placards during a protest outside Nepal’s embassy in New Delhi yesterday. Activists protested against Nepal’s Gadhimai 
festival, which occurs every five years and involves the ritual sacrifice of hundreds of thousands of animals. 

Protest against Nepal’s Gadhimai festival 

Software 
that reads 
emotions 
via typing 
style 

Can our typing style reveal 
our emotions? If we be-
lieve researchers in Dha-

ka, a new computer programme 
can recognise people’s emotions 
based on how they type.

An emotionally intelligent on-
line system can change teaching 
style or the contents of its lec-
tures to better adapt to a partic-
ular student’s emotional state, a 
team of researchers noted.

“A computer interface that 
is intelligent enough to inter-
act with humans can detect 
user emotions and change its 
behaviour accordingly,” wrote 
researchers from the Islamic 
University of Technology in 
Bangladesh in the study.

During the study, researchers 
asked people to type a block of 
sample text.

They then analysed the key-
strokes and characteristics to 
see if they could identify any of 
seven diff erent emotional states 
- joy, fear, anger, sadness, dis-
gust, shame and guilt.

The emotions that the pro-
gramme recognised with the 
greatest degree of accuracy were 
joy (87%) and anger (81%).

The emotion-detecting sys-
tem could be used in applications 
like online teaching.

The paper appeared in the 
journal Behavior & Information 
Technology. 
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Drop sedition charges against activist, says rights group

The Nepal authorities should 
immediately withdraw se-
dition charges and uncondi-

tionally release rights campaigner 
Chandra Kant Raut, Human Rights 
Watch said in New York yesterday.
Raut was arrested for his 

expression of peaceful political 
opinions, the US-based rights body 
said. 
Nepal should amend its practices 
to comply with international and 
domestic standards to protect 
freedom of expression, it said.
Raut was arrested on September 

14 for allegedly advocating that the 
southern plains of Nepal, known 
as the Terai, be allowed to secede 
from the rest of the country as part 
of a long-standing debate on state 
restructuring. 
On October 8, he was charged 
with sedition, presumably under 

the Crime against State and 
Punishment Act 1989 which 
forbids any “attempts to cause 
any disorder with an intention to 
jeopardise sovereignty, integrity or 
national unity of Nepal”.
The crime carries a penalty of life 
imprisonment. 

Police also said that Raut had 
written articles and books 
advocating secession by Madhesis, 
the Terai community. 
There is no evidence that Raut 
advocated the use of violence, or 
that his actions led to violence, 
Human Rights Watch said. 

P R O G R A M A 
 Viernes 14 de noViembre
 
16.00 h Apertura
— Juan Antonio García Galindo  

(Decano de la Facultad de Ciencias  
de la Comunicación de la Universidad  
de Málaga)

— nathalie Ludec (Presidenta de PILAR, 
Université de Rennes II)

— José Ángel narváez bueno (Vicerrector  
de Coordinación Universitaria de la 
Universidad de Málaga)

— Hédi saim (responsable de Cultura  
y Cooperación de la Alianza Francesa  
de Málaga)

 
16.45 h Conferencia inaugural 
A cargo de Josep Lluís Gómez mompart 
(Universidad de Valencia):  
«La canonización del acontecimiento  
por los medios de comunicación»
 
17.30 a 20.00 h Comunicaciones 
Mesa 1: 
ModeRAdoR: Jean-michel desvois 
(Université Michel de Montaigne- 
Bordeaux 3)
17.30 a 17.50 h rubén Cabal Tejada 
(Universidad de Oviedo): «El uso político 
del acontecimiento: Octubre de 1934  
en la prensa conservadora asturiana  
(1934-1936)»
17.50 a 18.10 h Álvaro López Franco 
(Universidad de Málaga): «La prensa  
como fuente histórica: la evacuación de  
la población civil de Gibraltar al Marruecos 
francés (1940)»
Pausa 
18.30 a 18.50h Lucía ballesteros Aguayo 
(Universidad de Málaga): «El Día de la 
Victoria en Flechas y Pelayos»
18.50 a 19.10 h Álvaro Fleites marcos 
(Université de Caen-Basse Normandie): 
«Utilidad y límites de la construcción 
política del acontecimiento: las visitas  
de personalidades extranjeras en  
la prensa franquista»
19.10 a 19.30 h Aránzazu sarría buil 
(Université de Bordeaux III): «Munich, 
1962: del contubernio de la traición al 
congreso de la concordia. Metamorfosis  
de un acontecimiento»
Debate
 
Mesa 2: 
ModeRAdoR: Víctor rodríguez infiesta 
(Universidad de Oviedo)
17.30 a 17.50 h nadia Ait bachir  
(Université de Caen-Basse Normandie): 
«Un lugar ‘del olvido’: Un hombre y el 

resurgir de Burgos: Yagüe, una exposición 
prohibida. De la movilización ciudadana  
a la recuperación política»
17.50 a 18.10 h Tasio Camiñas Hernández 
(Universidad de Málaga): «El 11-S como 
acontecimiento y su huella en la crisis 
política, económica, social y mediática  
del año 2008 y sucesivos»
Pausa 
18.30 a 18.50 h Françoise dubosquet 
(Université de Rennes II): «La desaparición 
de Adolfo Suárez u otra mirada sobre la 
Transición»
18.50 a 19.10 h Pierre-Paul Grégorio 
(Université de Bourgogne): «Cuando el 
acontecimiento no es el acontecimiento. 
Sobre la polémica de la «desmemoria»
Debate

sÁbAdo 15 de noViembre
 
9.30 h  Asamblea General  

de la Asociación PilAr
 
11.30 a 13.30 h Comunicaciones 
Mesa 1:
ModeRAdoRA: nathalie Ludec  
(Université de Rennes II)
11.30 a 11.50 h dalila Chine-Lehmann 
(Université Paris Ouest Nanterre  
La Défense): «Prácticas escolares  
y celebración del 5 de mayo de 1862  
en México»
11.50 a 12.10 h natalia molinaro  
(Université Paris Vincennes Saint-Denis): 
«Los sentidos de la Revolución: una mirada 
diacrónica hacia las conmemoraciones  
del centenario y del bicentenario de  
la Revolución de Mayo de 1810 (Buenos 
Aires, Argentina)»
12.10 a 12.30 h Lucie Valverde  
(Université de Angers): «‘Gracias por 
existir’: la (re)creación de los Perón en  
la obra de Tomás Eloy Martínez»
Debate
 
Mesa 2:
ModeRAdoRA: nadia Aït-bachir  
(Université de Caen-Basse Normandie)
11.30 a 11.50 h israel sanmartin 
(Universidad de Santiago de Compostela): 
«Del ‘hecho’ al ‘acontecimiento’ en tres 
crónicas apocalípticas»
11.50 a 12.10 h Antonio Cuartero 
(Universidad de Málaga): «Periodismo 
literario y periodismo convencional  
en la narración del acontecimiento:  
el crimen de Fago»

12.10 a 12.30 h Francesc A. martínez 
Gallego (Universidad de Valencia):  
«La construcción de los acontecimientos: 
la escuela de la prensa satírica»
12.30 a 12.50 h natalia meléndez malavé 
(Universidad de Málaga): «Los Servicios 
de Documentación periodísticos en la 
construcción del acontecimiento: análisis 
de las hemerotecas digitales de ABC  
y La Vanguardia»
12.50 a 13.10 h Juan Antonio García 
Galindo y Aída m.a de Vicente domínguez 
(Universidad de Málaga): «Pensar el 
acontecimiento informativo»
Debate
 
Almuerzo
 
16.30 a 18.00 h Comunicaciones 
Mesa 1:
ModeRAdoR: Pierre-Paul Grégorio 
(Université de Bourgogne)
16.30 a 16.50 h Juan Francisco Gutiérrez 
Lozano, m.a Teresa Vera balanza y m.a Pilar 
ramos Lozano (Universidad de Málaga): 
«El reflejo en la prensa española de  
la emigración a Europa (1956-1989)»
16.50 a 17.10 h Alberto Pena rodríguez 
(Universidad de Vigo): «Inmigración, 
prensa y propaganda. El Portuguese Times 
de New Bedford y la Revolución de  
los Claveles»
Debate
 
Mesa 2:
ModeRAdoRA: natalia meléndez malavé 
(Universidad de Málaga)
16.30 a 16.50 h José Antonio Caballero 
López y José miguel idarreta (Universidad 
de la Rioja): «Olózaga y la Constitución 
de 1837: discurso y opinión pública en la 
historia constitucional del siglo XIX»
16.50 a 17.10 h rebeca Viguera ruiz y José 
Antonio Caballero López (Universidad  
de la Rioja): «De los hechos a las palabras: 
la Revolución que se convirtió en ‘gloriosa’ 
según la perspectiva de la prensa 
norteamericana en 1868»
 
17.30 h Conferencia de clausura  
A cargo de Jean-François botrel (Université 
de Rennes II): «Sucesos y acontecimientos 
de la era premediática a la mediática»
 
18.30 h Conclusiones y clausura  
— Juan Antonio García Galindo  

(Decano de la Facultad de Ciencias  
de la Comunicación de la Universidad  
de Málaga)

— nathalie Ludec (Presidenta de PILAR, 
Université de Rennes II)

Proponemos una reflexión 
sobre el estatuto del acon-

tecimiento, su historicidad.
¿Cómo un hecho, un suce-

so, se convierte en un aconteci-
miento histórico? ¿Qué valor se 
le da a un suceso? ¿Qué se pu-
blica o no, sabiendo que lo que 
no se publica no existe? Así lo 
declara el periodista y escritor 
argentino Tomás Eloy Martínez: 
«Sólo lo escrito permanece; 
aquello que no ha sido narrado 

no existe, y lo que ha sido es-
crito se convierte en verdad.» 
(Cruz, 2009). Con Pierre Nora 
(1974), compartimos la idea de 
que son los medios los que pro-
ducen los acontecimientos.

El carácter novedoso, ex-
cepcional, define el aconteci-
miento, que marca también una 
ruptura (Dosse, 2010). Al mis-
mo tiempo, el acontecimiento 
es un resultado y una apertura 
hacia otros posibles. El aconte-

cimiento se llena de posibilida-
des futuras: en la esfera política, 
puede ser instrumentalizado o 
silenciado. 

El acontecimiento pertur-
ba, choca, conlleva consecuen-
cias inesperadas y el periodista 
se convierte en un narrador de 
acontecimientos, historias ac-
tuales con una preocupación 
central, la verdad (Daniel, 2006). 

Esta reflexión lleva a inte-
rrogar la relación entre pasado, 

presente y futuro, en otras pa-
labras, examinar la historicidad 
del acontecimiento. ¿Cuáles son 
las modalidades de circulación, 
de difusión y de transmisión del 
acontecimiento?

La reflexión se organizará en 
torno a tres ejes:
•  La construcción del aconte-

cimiento
•  El devenir del acontecimiento
•  La valoración del aconteci-

miento.

Jornadas Asociación PILAR (Presse, Imprimés, Lecture dans l’Aire Romane) 

El estatuto del acontecimiento
14 y 15 de noviembre de 2014. Facultad de Ciencias de la Comunicación, Universidad de Málaga

Organizan:
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